Pray
Read: Ephesians 6:5-9
Intro: 
· Illustrations:
· Tree ferns are covered in hair – when pruning them, the hair gets everywhere. It affects everything
· Camping somewhere with no lighting – a campfire used for light – the smoke gets everywhere, even when returned home, there is a smell of smoke. It affects everything
 
Paul is writing to address the household relationships...

Slaves were part of the household:
· 1/3 of Roman world were slaves.
· There are cases of ancient history letters where the slaves are de-humanized in the language… they were spoken of as mere ‘tools’ for work, like a shovel
· This was more to do with economy, nothing to do with race.
· Elsewhere its obvious the bible is not for slavery… love your neighbour as yourself…
Please don’t get caught up in the slaves and masters talk too much… ultimately that’s not the point of this passage… 
it is rather that your relationship with Christ affects everything… and thus here the workers of the household find their work ought to be affected.
· transfer to modern day… we now have employee/employer relationships instead of slave/master. 
 
Essentially the question we are asking today is how should a Christian work?
1.    You Work for Christ
Who do you work for? You work for Christ
Look with me at the way Paul shows where the buck stops with regard to authority over your work. Who is in charge? Well look with me:
· As you would Christ v5,
· Servants  of…Christ v6,
· Will of …God v6,
· Serving the …. LORD
It is important to know who you work for.
Illustration:
· Pennant Hills Franklins… different managers meant different work ethics… sometimes we worked harder and sometimes we played around, depending on the manager on at the time.  Who we worked for was important.
 
Who you work for is important. Paul shows us that ultimately we work for Jesus.
 
That means that:
1. If I work for Jesus, then Jesus is interested in MY WORK! Then my holiness and His glory can be worked out and embedded in the ordinary tasks of my job as my pleasure is in working for Him.
 
Not about being in full-time ministry or working for a Christian organisation to have a valuable job that brings glory to Jesus.
 
I have 2 girls… I now take an interest in doll houses and playing mummy’s and daddy’s because that’s what my girls are doing. They love having me be a part of what they are doing. I love them! God loves you. He is not a disinterested dad. He’s not too busy with ‘important church work’ to enjoy and participate in what you are doing for work!
 
Monks, nuns and priests don’t have a special claim to God's favor, but that laypeople too could live the Christian life to its fullest, that they were made priests by the gospel, not by their career path… and that their Tasks likewise could be a mean to nourishing not just their physical needs but also their faith.

It means that:

2. When work is difficult, you are working for your sovereign Boss with your best interest at heart
Psalm 139… it is no surprise to Jesus that you are in your current career, or lack of career.
The farmer oversees the Land. One paddock is harvested, another is ploughed, the other is sown. All show the Farmer’s ability and praise his work.
To enjoy and find satisfaction in Jesus regardless of the task is to praise him.
Good things done without faith don’t please God! It’s about faith. It’s about a heart oriented in a godward direction… that’s more important then what you do. If you are ‘clean bricks’ with a godward oriented heart then you have used your day well.
Sculptor given a block of wood… to sculpt a lion he chipped away at anything that didn’t look like a lion… you work for Jesus and he will use your job to chip away and refine you in holiness… to help you look more like him and awaken worship in him.
 
1:11 “him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his 
will,” He has ordained and created us for good works for him… Eph 
2:10.
It means that
3. Because I work for Jesus he has my supreme allegiances. 

 
I had a gold fish when I was little… killed it by feeding it too much… his God was his stomach. Food controlled his desires beyond what was good for him.
I experienced this when I pursued a career as a footballer… my ambition affected my relationships, affected my commitment to church, affected my behaviour…

Don’t think ‘Work’ is void as becoming an idol…
 
Your supreme allegiance is to the one you work finally for… Jesus. Look to him for Supreme purpose, satisfaction, security, identity and not to your job.
 
 
How does a Christian work?

- work for Jesus
 
2.    You work in a manner worthy for Jesus
Explain: you ought to work in a way appropriate for a boss of such worth and excellence!
Illustration: 
· imagine we got invited to the royal wedding… imagine I wore a big bird suit, made rude remarks throughout the ceremony… It would be inappropriate for the occasion and the present company. Is the way you work in a manner worthy of the one you work for?
 
Well you ought to not work in an inappropriate way… rather you should:
a)    Obey v5
‘obey’ – “if you love me you will obey.
You ought to complete the work assigned to you by your employer.
 
b)    Respectfully v5
God placed your boss over you. It is all too tempting to be disrespectful. Maybe it’s by under cutting them behind their backs. Maybe it’s by denying them credit when its due.
 
c)    Sincerity v5
Don’t hold back your best work. Don’t hide behind laziness. Work as well as you can to the best of your ability. Christians ought to be great employees as they ought to be hard workers to the best of their ability. It can be tempting to do ‘just enough to get by’.
 
d)    Loyalty v6
Not a people pleaser or someone who works hard only when the boss is watching and slacks off when they are out of sight… it is appropriate to work as one who is faithful to the task regardless of the oversight.
 
e)    Pleasant v6
“good will of heart”. Of course parts of your job are not ‘fun’. That’s why they pay you! Work as one whose heart is in it. Not complaining or grumbling.
 
f)     Employers - judge impartially, not harshly
‘in the same way’… everything of the above plus…
 
Is this required? Yes. It’s not optional. 
But I fall so short!

So as you fall short be driven more and more in to the arms of the savior! When we are weak, he is strong. 
 
Some questions to consider:
· Has your relationship with God changed the way you work? 
· If I were to ask your co-workers, would you be known as one who works in this manner?
 
How does a Christian work?

- work for Jesus
- in a manner worthy of Jesus
3.    You work for Christ’s Reward (not culture’s rewards)
“knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the lord whether he is slave or free” v 8
 
i)
We should not be afraid of rewards!
3 y.o.Toilet training... for lollies.

5 y.o sitting up straight for a certificate

9 y.o running as fast as I can for a medal
 
ii)       
We should be afraid of making too much of rewards that don’t matter.
 
Paul tells us that we ought to look to Christ for his reward… nb. Slaves would not have presumed a reward in this life!
 

“Well done good & faithful servant, you were faithful with a few things. I will put you in charge of many things enter in the joy of your Master! Mt. 25:21
What are the rewards in your life that you are tempted to make too much of?

Holidays? Holiday house? Bigger pay? Bonus? Prestige? Retirement?

Illustration: - Nambucca trip… Nambucca is a beautiful place but there is a large billboard on the road to Nambucca advertising it. Would you stop and set up camp at the Billboard…
 
Would you stop running on to heaven and set up camp for: Holidays? Holiday house? Bigger pay? Bonus? Prestige? Retirement?
You know Jesus Opinion of the people who stop and make too much of such a reward? … he told a parable where a man stopped running and stored all the ‘rewards’ in big barns… that man was called a “fool”.
Would you seriously stop running on to entering the joy of the master and instead work hard to settle for a reward Exceedingly rubbish in comparison and fleeting, passing like the comment “boy time flies”.
 
Work as people with a working on towards a Great Eternal Reward that Matters and lasts!

… an eternity with no more tears, no more mourning, no more pain, and all satisfaction complete as it ought to be in the supreme satisfier, the goal of our faith… I work for Jesus
 
Friends, you work for Jesus. So work in this world in a manner that expresses your pleasure in Jesus. Work as one who knows that no reward in this world can compare with what your ultimate boss can offer.
